Maternal support and stress response in sexually abused girls ages 6-12.
The relationships between maternal support and stress response are examined in this study of sexually abused girls, ages 6-12. Study participants included 20 mother-daughter pairs in which the daughter had been sexually abused, and 50 mother-daughter pairs in which the daughter was not known to have been sexually abused. Both groups were convenience samples. When the variables that significantly differentiated between the two groups (abused, nonabused) were held constant, the relationship between maternal support both as perceived by the mothers (Pr = -.58, p < .02) and as perceived by the daughters (Pr = -.68, p < .003) and stress response (as perceived by the mothers) was significant in the abused group and was not significant in the nonabused group. No significant differences were found in the levels of maternal support and stress response between the two groups when controlling for other stressful life events. However, the abused group had significantly higher levels of stress response overall (F [1, 68] = 2774.56, p < .02) and had significantly more (one and a half times as many) stressful life events (M = 15.10, SD = 6.39) than the nonabused group (M = 10.55, SD = 6.39).